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TAGS: PFOR, YS, YE 

SUBJ: YEMEN/PDRY RELATIONS 

1 . DURING FEBRUARY 27 TALK, PRESIDENT AL-HAMDI INFORMED ME 
THAT HIS RECENT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SALIM RUBAY'I OF 

PDRY IN QATABA, NORTH YEMEN HAD BEEN HELD PRIMARILY FOR THE PUR- 
POSE OF CONTINUING YEMENI CONTACTS WITH THE MORE MODERATE 
ELEMENTS IN THE PDRY REGIME. AL-HAMDI DEECRIBED RUBAY'I ALI 
AS "THXBEST" AMONG THE PDRY LEADERSHIP AND SAID THAT YEMEN'S 
EFFORTS ARE TO TRY T 

PROVIDE RUBAY'I ALI WITH MORAL SUPPORT 

VIS-A-VIS THE OTHERS IN THE REGIME. AL-HAMDI COMMENTD THAT 
ONE MAJOR DIFFICULTY IN DEALING WITH THE PDRY LEADERS, HOWEVER, 

IS THAT THEIR WORDS AND THEIR ACTIONS DO NOT ALWAYS 
CORRESPOND. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION AS TO WHETHE HE WOULD CARACTER- 
IZE THE PDRY REGIME AS COMMUNIST, AL-HAMDI REPLIED THAT ALL OF 
ITS ACTIONS POINT IN THAT DIRECTION. HE CONTINUED THAT 
MOREOVER THE SOVIETS ARE GIVING THE REGIME THEIR FULL SUPPORT 
AS ARE SUCH SOVIET FRIENDS AS THE CUBANS AND EAST GERMANS. IN 
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THE MEANTIME THE COMMUNIST CHINESE ALSO CONTINUE TO CARRY OUT 
PROJECTS IN THE SOUTH AS A WAY OF COUNTER-BALANCING THE SOVIET 
INFLUENCE AND PRESNCE BUT IT IS THE SOVIETS WHO ARE CLEARLY 
PREDOMINANT IN THE SOUTH. 

3. I ASKED AL-HAMDI IF HE PLANNED TO BRIEF THE SAUDIS ON 
HIS RECENT MEETING NOTING THAT IT IS IMPORTANT FOR CLOSE 
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SAUDI/YEMENI COORDINATIONOF POLCIES TOWARDS PDRY. AL-HAMDI 
REPLIED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT MY SUGGESTION WAS A GOOD IDEA 
AND THAT HE WOULD BE DISCUSSING PRDY WITH PRINCE FAHD WHOM 
HE ASSUMED WOULD BZATTENDING THE UP-COMING CAIRO ARAB SUMMIT 
IN EARLY MARCH IN THE PLACE OF KING KHALID WHO IS SICK. 

4. I ALSO MENTIONED TO AL-HAMDI THAT THERE ARE MANY RUMORS 
GOING AROUND IN SANA ABOUT THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS MEETING 
AND THAT SOME PEOPLE ARE EXPRESSING CONCERN THAT YEMEN MIGHT 
NOW BE MOVING TOO CLOSE TO PDRY WHICH MANY PEOPLE IN SANA CON- 
SIDER TO BE A THREAT. AL-HAMDI REPLIED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT'S 
BASIC INTERNAL/EXTERNAL POLICIES ARE NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
EFFORT ON THE PART OF YEMEN TO KEEP SOME DIALOGUE GOING WITH THE 
SOUTH IN THE HOPE OF INFLUENCING THE SITUATION THERE. AL-HAMDI 
NOTED THAT HE IS WELL AWARE OF THE DANGER OF GETTING TOO CLOSE 
TO THE SOUTH. 

5. COMMENT: I THINK WE CAN ACCEPT AL-HAMDI’S EXPLANTION OF 
WHAT HE IS TRYING TO DO VIS-A-VIS THE SOUTH AT FACE VALUE. 

THE IMPORTANT THING, HOWEVER, IS TRYING TO GET MORE COORDINA- 
TION BETWEEN SAUDI ARABIA AND YEMEN ON THIS ISSUE. BOTH SEEM 
TO BE PROCEEDING IN THEIR OWN WAY. IN THIS REGARD, EARLIER 
THAT SAME MORNING, I HAD A DISUCSSION WITH THE SUADI MILITARY 
ATTACHE SALIH HUDAYYAN WHO HAS IN EFFECT BEEN ACTING AS THE 
SAUDI AMBASSADOR IN HE ABSENCE OF HIS CHIEF OF MISSION. 

I MENTIONED TO THE ATTACHE THAT I PLANNED TO DISCUSS THE QATABA 
MEETING WITH AL-HAMDI AND WONDERED IF HE HAD HEARD ANYTHING. 

HE REPLIED IN HE NEGATIVE BUT STATED HE ALSO INTENDED TO RAISE 
THE SUBJECT. I TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THE SAME PITCH 
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WITH HUDAYYAN ABOUT THE NEED FOR CLOSE COORDINATION. HE 
STRONGLY AGREED NOTING THAT HITHERTO SAUDI ARABIA HAS BEEN 
USING EGYPT AS A GO-BETWEEN WITH PDRY BUT THAT EGYPT IS NOW TOO 
PEROCCUPIED WITH BOTH INTERNAL DIFFICULTIES AS WELL AS THE PALESTINIA 
N QUESTION TO BE OF HELP. HE 

SAID THAT YEMEN AND PARTICULARLY AL-HAMDI OUGHT TO BE USED 
MORE BY THE KINGDOM IN ORDER TO DO IN SOUTH YEMEN WHAT THE 
KINGDOM WITH US SUPPORT HAS BEEN ABLE TO DO IN NORT YEMEN. 

I AGFF.ED WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH THIS AND HOPED THAT HE WOULD BE 
REPORTING UDIS VIEWS TO RIYADH. HE SAID HE WOULD. 

SCOTES 
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